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SHORT TIMELINE
2010 - 2011

Julius Taminiau graduated at the TU Delft

2012 - 2015

Julius Taminiau worked in London for DSDHA and Carl

		Turner Architects
2015 - 2016

Julius Taminiau Architects B.V. founded in the Netherlands

2019 - 2020

Included in the internationally acclaimed Wallpaper’s

		

directory as "one of the most promising architects of the

		world"

"We like to believe that good
architecture

can

make

people

happy. We want to give our projects
a certain deeper connectedness, by
seeking beyond the architectural
scope and to look for (multicultural)
connections with nature, music, art,
philosophy and even gastronomy.
It is manifested in our minimal
design approach which emphasizes
and accommodates the beauty and
relation with: space, time, context,
elements

of

weather,

natural

materials, greenery, art and - very
importantly - the users."

The apparent simplicity of form and materialisation has an enormous reinforcing
effect on itself but also on the environment; nature and architecture elevate one
another.

The European Culture Centre invited us for their exhibition "Time Space Existence"
running during the Venice 2020 Architecture Biennale.
We created a fragile appearing structure made from interwoven thin timber
elements. Together - and only together - they form a perfect balance, a unity.
The circular form represents; our world, unity, equality, infinity, cyclic and rhythmic
movement (of nature and time) and more. The enclosed circular bench wraps
around an artificial landscape which represents nature and shows her beauty, her
fragility and dependence on humankind.

Making a zero energy building is not so special anymore, it often is about using high
tech equipment. We believe in the importance of durability. Designing a building
beloved for 100 years by using environmental friendly and local materials , excellent
craftsmanship and concealing all the technical equipment.

"Goethe once wrote: "architecture is frozen music". But for me this didn’t feel right.
Architecture is not frozen or static, it’s dynamic, you enter a building, move through
a building, the sun(light) and shadows change constantly , sometimes you see rain
falling and the people (and vegetation) using the building are all moving. Even the
building could be moving by simply opening a window or door.

What then is the relation between music and architecture? Music is in the most
broad definition organised sound. I believe that architecture is in that same broad
sense organised light. Music has - like architecture - proportion, composition and
structure. Architecture needs - like music - rhythm, melody and soul."
This was the starting point for Rhythm House, to approach architecture like music,
however instead of using sound using light. Rhythm House is an instrument played
by the sun.

By creating a super flexible double height ground floor, (mezzanine)
floors can be added quickly ; a home that can easily adapt to the life of
the inhabitants.

"This makes us really happy, to see this
small school in Zimbabwe (Harare) become
reality! We designed this school together
with and for "Sprout Coding" , a beautiful
initiative to learn coding to adults to
educate and empower the next generation
of underpriviliged students."

"We have worked on different scales
(from 35m2 to 5000m2), different
functions, in different countries ,
for different clients, with different
budgets. We believe this diverse
experience continues to make
us

more

adaptive,

innovative,

experienced and ultimately makes
us come up with better design
solutions."

We have worked on:
a masterplan and design of a temporary (startup) office village, temporary schools
(pro bono), a recording studio, offices, tiny houses, a garden centre, floating houses,
a biodegradable floating island, refugee shelters (pro bono), a pavilion for the Venice
biennale, (temporary) stores, complete refurbishments, restorations of monumental
(listed) houses, one off houses and so on.

We are involved from the initiation to the completion. We believe in designing the
outside, the inside, even a door handle, to create a harmonious design, " a whole".
All the several parts are designed with meticulous attention to detail and all
together they form a coherent compound.

"Play of lights.... moment of happiness!" (private client )

CLIENT
Building something special isn’t easy. It takes time, you have to work hard, make an
effort, be determined, be patient, withstand difficulties, accept failure, stay relaxed
in a stressful environment etc.

"This is a difficult environment we
deal with on a daily basis. It’s not
easy but the end result will be very
rewarding."
We believe the following steps are key for a successful project:
- A very detailed brief .
- Keeping a close eye on the budget.
- Talking about atmospheres and materials at an early stage.
- A clear division of tasks / roles .
- Carefully selecting a team at an early stage.
- Make a proper schedule (avoid impossible deadlines) .
- Clear communication
- Maintain and invest in a good relationship and plan regular face to face meetings.

The design is inspired by the Japanese "Tatami" mat that is used as a floor covering
in Japan. The proportions of spaces are also determined on the basis of the Tatami.
The dimensions of the rooms, cladding, windows and materials are interrelated and
coherently proportioned. The house feels therefore harmonious, everything is in
relationship with each other.

The external cladding also references tatami mats, as well as subtly evoking the
arrangement of fish scales. The dark and glossy surfaces of the panels echo the tone
and reflective quality of the water.

"The secret of happiness is not found
in seeking more, but in developing the
capacity to enjoy less." (Socrates)

"I’m living now for two weeks in my new home. What a joy!"
(private client)

"Amsterdam, one of the best places for startups in Europe"
(Financial Times)

TESTIMONIALS
"It appears that Julius has a good sense of what the client’s wishes are. From the
sketch design to the end we were very enthusiastic. In fact, we have adopted all of
his ideas one-on-one. Very nice cooperation and full of good, feasible and practical
ideas and excellent care down to the details. Julius completely relieved us of our
concerns and is a fine and reliable link between the various contractors"
"it is all about the details and the proportions and above all that the "openness"
and feeling of freedom to live in a home that can easily adapt to the life of the
inhabitants!"
"I needed to build a new recording studio. I was speaking to my best friend and
he’d recently built a studio in East Sussex alongside a barn conversion and asked
his advice who might realise my vision for my studio. He said you should meet
Julius. There were architects in closer proximity than Amsterdam (from London).
I’ve never embarked in a process like this. I didn’t know how it worked. Working
with someone who is based in another country and if that was feasible. So I had
all these questions. Julius came to visit me on site and within about 30 seconds I
knew he was the guy for me. Julius was completely present with me. He was patient,
he was curious about my thoughts and feelings. I didn’t feel self-conscious about
what I didn’t know and did know. I just felt free to express myself."
"The magic of design and what Julius does is that he made all those spaces feel
great even though they are modest. Every aspect was in conversation with every
other aspect. It was amazing to work with someone who had such a holistic view
of the whole project. Each space was as important as the next. Because even a
threshold, the way you come into a space sets you up, gives you a feeling. I think
Julius did an amazing job. I see it manifest in the way that people respond when
they come in and it feels like there is space for a range of responses. Lots of
different types of people feel comfortable in that space. There is a positive feeling,
because it feels like people can find their own way in it."

